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UPDATE STAFF 

A Pastorate 
 
For many of you reading this March Update, most of what 
follows would be listed under the title of “Old News.”  But, 
just in case you haven’t heard, the 2nd draft models of 
parishes were announced on February 8.  With that 
announcement came a new word; and that word is 
“pastorate.”  The 178 parishes of the Archdiocese have been 
reconfigured into 88 pastorates for the 2nd draft of our 
parishes.  A pastorate will be either a single parish or a 
number of parishes that have been entrusted to the care and 
leadership of a pastor and pastoral team.  
 
It has been recommended that our parish join together with 
St. David Parish and Immaculate Conception Parish in 
Arnold to form a pastorate.  The pastor yet to be named will 
be the pastor of all 3 parishes.  There will also be an 
associate pastor assigned to this pastorate.  The parish staff 
will be shared between the parishes.  There will be one 
Parish Council, but each parish will retain its own Finance 
Council.  Parish finances will not be combined.  
 
There is still much more work and discernment yet to be 
done prior to the announcement by Archbishop Rozanski on 
Pentecost, 2023 weekend.  Please continue to pray for 
Archbishop Rozanski, the All Things New leadership team 
and all the people of the Archdiocese. 

Happy March, everyone!  
 
This Lent I’m going to prepare for and keep in mind during 
the conversion of  ‘All Things New.’ 
 
Pope Francis said that the Lenten season provides an 
opportunity for conversion and interior renewal, much like 
what our Archdiocese is planning for now.  
 
My Goals:    
Focus on JOY and Preparation. 
 
Fast on negativity;  Feast on Positivity.  
 
Fast on fear of future;  Feast on Gods providence. 
  
Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation. 
 
Fast from discouragement; feast on hope. 
 
Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives. 
  
Fast from anger; feast on patience. 
 

Mary Mother Of The Church  - Pray for US 

PARISH  PASTORAL  COUNCIL 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Lisa Roseland        pcveep@marymother.org 

Nominations for the next group to join our Parish Council 
have been received; and elections will be held over several 
weeks in mid-March.  Watch the parish website for on-line 
voting, or paper forms will be available on the tables at the 
back of church.  Voting ends March 26.  This is a great time 
to get involved and help shape the direction of our new 
“pastorate” under “All Things New.”  There may be some 
new opportunities for people to live out their discipleship as 
we begin this journey together.  In order to be the “radiant 
light for our community,” we have to take action.  Listen 
closely for God’s call!   

Serve the Lord  
with Gladness 
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SOCIAL COMMISSION 
Lois  Scully          social@marymother.org 

How is Lent going for you?  Lent is a time for spiritual 
growth and change.  It is more than a time of fasting.  It is 
also a joyous season of feasting.  If you are still looking for 
help in making a spiritual plan for Lent, check out 
FORMED.org.   
 
PSR families attended a Lent Family Night on Monday,  
February 27 and Wednesday, March 1.  Families learned 
about the season of Lent and took part in an almsgiving ser-
vice project of making breakfast bags for St. Patrick Center. 
 
SAVE THE DATE – STELLAR VBS – JULY 11-15 
Shine a light on Jesus’ love!  Launch kids on a cosmic quest 
where they’ll have a blast shining Jesus’ light to the world. 
Stellar rockets kids on an out-of-this-world adventure that’s 
light years of faith-building fun.  Registration for volunteers 
and campers will begin soon! 
 
Peace and Joy! 

Our liturgy theme for the season of Lent this year is 
“Trusting in God’s mercy gives us hope.”  What a      
wonderful sentiment as we gather at the end of the month 
for our Reconciliation service! 
 
We all deal with so many issues day in and out:  illness, 
grief, aging, family and work stress, transition.  But God 
wants peace for us in our hearts to deal with all these things. 
While the Sacrament of Reconciliation is not a panacea that 
will remove all the troubles from our lives, it is an           
opportunity to reclaim some of that peace.  We turn to God 
in our troubles and experience the strength to face whatever 
may come.  
 
So we hope to see you on March 28th at 7pm for our Lenten 
Reconciliation service.  Come pray with us for God’s peace 
in our lives.  Take that hour to experience the many ways 
that God is calling us to turn to Him and rely on His 
strength.  “Trusting in God’s mercy gives us hope.” 

DIRECTOR OF LITURGY 
AND MUSIC 

Nate Jackson    314-894-1373 
njackson@marymother.org 

DIRECTOR OF 
FAITH FORMATION 

Cheryl Degenhart 314-894-1373 
cdegenhart@marymother.org  

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
Michele Venable        314-894-1373 

parishnurse@marymother.org 

Our Sensational Seniors are active as usual and invite you to 
join them for a potluck lunch on Thursday, March 9th at Noon 
in the parish hall.  The theme will be an Irish-St.Pat’s       
celebration.    
 
A famous Irish native will be highlighted, and you're        
welcome to share your own Irish heritage stories or memories 
of your travels to Ireland.   Please use the Sign-Up Genius; 
and let us know what type of dish you’ll be bringing.       
 
We’d love to see some new faces joining in the fun with our 
already Super Sensational Seniors.  They can easily be      
described with this old Irish proverb:  "Beautiful young    
people are acts of nature, but beautiful seniors are works of 
art."  "The older the fiddle, the sweeter the tune." 
 
 Feel free to call Sue Fuchs with any questions or suggestions 
at 618-791-6782. 

Welcome Lent!  This holy season beckons us to renewal/ 
reflection of our faith.  The way that friends and families in 
the parish come together to worship, to get through       
struggles, illnesses and deaths has given hope to so many. 
Joy and triumphs are shared lovingly, also!  Mary, Mother   
parishioners answer the call of supporting one another so 
compassionately and courageously.  How will we spend 
these 40 days of Lent?  Deeper prayer life, focusing more 
on Scripture, giving up some of our "pleasures," offering 
help to others, simple acts of kindness and mercy?  No  
matter our ages, we grow as we give of ourselves to one 
another. 
  
As we speak of giving, Thank you to so many parishioners 
who have donated medical/personal care items to pass  
along to others.  I still have some items, but unable to list all 
here.  Please call me or check the bulletin for a list.  If I do 
not have something, I will work to find it.  I am grateful to 
serve YOU! 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  In this Update, there is no Parish 
Council minutes because they have not yet been          
approved.   In historical decisions by an earlier pastor and 
Parish Council members,  Parish Pastoral Council minutes 
should NOT be published until they have been approved 
by the council.   Thus, the December minutes will be  
published after they are approved at the next PC meeting.   
 
**********************************************

*******************************************
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 TITHING 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMISSION 

Mark Fuller       service@marymother.org 

Hello Church, 
 
Lent – 40 days of prayer, fasting and almsgiving lead up to 
the Triduum when we commemorate the last days of Jesus, 
His death and Resurrection.  For many, fasting from food, 
meat and sweets is the one activity that takes on the most 
importance.  However, following are the words of Pope 
Francis and the fasting that he feels we should consider: 

 

• Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 

• Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

• Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 

• Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

• Fast from worries and have trust in God. 

• Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 

• Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy. 

• Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 

• Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

• Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.  
 
Imagine - if we take these words to heart, they become 
prayer and they lead us to share what we have with the 
poor.  A perfect Lent! 

MMOC is offering several wonderful opportunities for 
Lenten learning and reflection.  Be sure to stay alert for the 
details through Flock Note (emails), pulpit announcements, 
the bulletin, and our website.  You may also want to go to 
Formed on our website to find other resources to make Lent 
the season you want it to be. 
 
One such opportunity is being sponsored by the Peace and 
Justice Ministry.  Tuesday, March 14th, at 5:30, there will 
be a simple soup supper and movie presented in the parish 
hall.  The movie is “The Letter” which is about Pope   
Francis’ call to the Church to address environmental      
concerns in order to protect God’s creation.  RSVP on Sign 
Up Genius or call the office. 

 
Look for more details coming soon about a book study   
being offered at Mary Mother starting after Easter.  The 
book is “Little Brother” by Ben Westhoff.  The author will 

be joining us for the final afternoon of the study. 

January 2023 – 5 Sundays - $872 each agency 
 

Arnold Food Pantry – Offers non-perishable foods and a 
Thrift Shop for those in need.   

 
Rebuilding Together - Purchases materials to repair homes 

of the elderly, disabled, and low-income homeowners who 
cannot afford to make needed repairs on their own.       

 
Living Well Village – Instructs and encourages youth with 

medical conditions, such as cancer, diabetes, obesity, etc. 
in an intense camp experience with a health and wellness 
focus.  

 
Prison Performing Arts - Program engages incarcerated 

youth and adults in the performing arts to inspire          
intellectual curiosity and personal development, and builds 
skills to support successful re-entry into society. 

 
Footprints – dedicated to improving the quality of life for 

children living with complex medical conditions and    
supporting their journey, providing comfort, advocacy, and 
support to help families cope and thrive. 

 
Vincent Gray Alternative High School – Helps provide an 

education for poor, at-risk young men and women in a 
supportive and respectful atmosphere.    

                                                                                            
Microfinancing Partners in Africa – A micro-financing 
ministry of the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood and the 
Sisters of St. Joseph that provides help for women        estab-
lishing cottage industries to support their families.       

LITURGY COMMISSION  
Sandy Hacker            liturgy@marymother.org 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
Kim Blackford      formation@marymother.org 

We have begun our Lenten time - God’s blessings on your 
season of growth and spring.  Lent brings us opportunities 
for education, formation, prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
Catholic Relief Services brings us the Rice Bowl opportunity 
again this year; to learn, to pray, and to participate 
(almsgiving).  CRS works in 130 countries around the 
world.  Educational articles regarding this are in the parish 
bulletin each week of Lent.  There are also opportunities for 
Education and Advocacy concerning Hunger and the Farm 
Bill (federal legislation in Congress) and how each of us can 
advocate for a more just world. Contact Susan Buerkle for 
more information (314-707-3227).  Bread for the World is 
also an opportunity for advocacy for legislation in an      
Offering of Letters Campaign to federal officials.  Please 
consider participating on the weekend of March 18/19 in the 
Parish Hall.  Contact Peggy Dolter (314-517-7343) for more 
information.  There is always more to come.  Thanks for all 
you do to serve and to promote justice that leads to peace. 

          IN  
 ST.   LOUIS,          
         IT’S         
       STILL    
    WINTER, 
      EVEN          
     WHEN    
        IT’S    
     SPRING! GOD  

BLESS  YOU  
THIS  LENT. 
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ADMINISTRATION AND 
FINANCE COMMISSION 

Claude Leezy      adfin@marymother.org 

“Keep Missouri Pro-Life!”  Action Day is Wednesday, 
March 8, at the State Capitol in Jefferson City.  Meet your 
legislators and join the noon rally with former 
Congresswoman Vicki Hartzler.  Registration begins at 
10:00 AM.  Buses are available from several locations in 
the St. Louis area.  Wear red for life.  Sign up online at 
www.easternregionmrl.org/actionday or call Missouri Right 
to Life at 314-434-4900. 
 

Rachel’s Vineyard Day of Hope and Healing for women, 
men and couples wounded by abortion - Saturday, March 
18, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  The day retreat, held in a confidential, 
prayerful setting in St. Louis, is offered through the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis Abortion Healing Ministry.  A 
trained, compassionate team will lead participants along 
their healing journey through Holy Mass, fellowship, 
Scripture, and prayer.  Cost is $20 and covers breakfast, 
lunch, and all materials.  To register, contact 
hopehealing@archstl.org or 314-406-0815.  All information 
and inquiries are kept confidential and exact retreat location 
is shared at registration.  For more details, visit archstl.org/
hope-healing 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL 

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE 
Leslie Najjar      leslieanajjar@gmail.com 

For the past several years, the MMOC St. Vincent de Paul 
society has had a Prayer Partner Program between our 
Neighbors in Need and various Mary Mother parishioners.  
Interested parishioners are given the first name of a     
neighbor that we feel can really use extra prayers at this 
time.  They are asked to include this neighbor in their daily 
prayers.  The initial time has been for three months; but, 
when contacted, the parishioners usually agree to continue 
praying.  At times when a neighbor appears to be doing 
better, a different neighbor will be substituted.  The    
Neighbor in Need is given the first name of their prayer 
partner, hoping that they receive additional comfort in 
knowing that they are in someone’s thoughts and prayers. 
 
At this critical time in our world, we can really use more 
help in this prayerful endeavor.  If you are interested in 
being a Prayer Partner, you can call Linda Hohenberger at 
314-608-1530. 

MISSIONARY DISCIPLESHIP 
COMMISSION 

Jeanne Rothermel     
discipleship@marymother.org The budget process for FY2023/2024 (July 1, 2023 – June 

30, 2024) is being finalized.  As previously reported, this 
budget will be prepared as normal; not guessing on future 
determinations for the All Things New strategic plan. 
 
The Parish financial position remains positive. Only 
‘emergency repairs’ are being made at this time with the 
continuing moratorium on major projects.  Once the results 
of Parish realignments are known, better guidance will be 
available. 
 
The next Parish Council will be influencing the              
implementation of our Parish configuration resulting from 
All Things New.  Please continue to pray for the success of 
these efforts. 

The liturgical season of Lent will already be underway once 
you receive this Update; but I’d like to provide you with 
some resources to consider as we move closer to both the 
Holy Triduum and the final decisions in the All Things New 
process.  I have shared, numerous times in this space, the 
definition of Missionary Discipleship but for the sake of old 
memories like mine, the Archdiocese of St. Louis’           
definition is that we are all called to Encounter Jesus, Grow 
in our relationship with Him and Witness Him to others 
constantly.  It is every parishioners’ responsibility to      
proclaim the good news to all that we meet.   
 
The Archdiocese offers many interesting articles, trainings 
and even a video series on this very topic.  If you’re looking 
for a way to explore new things and strengthen your       
understanding of this concept during Lent, please check out 
these resources.   Learn more about how you can live the 
mission of Evangelization that All Things New seeks to 
embody at allthingsnew.archstl.org/mission. 

This  
Lent  

be  ready! 
It  

isn’t  
always 
easy! 

GOD  
BLESS YOU  

THIS  
LENT. 

http://www.easternregionmrl.org/actionday
http://allthingsnew.archstl.org/mission
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Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

March 
2023 

 
For more details, go to: 

www.marymother.org/calendar-1 

Mar 1 
9am Adoration 
9:30am Cornerstone  
9:30am Tai Chi 
12:30pm Pickleball  
6pm 314 Volleyball  
6:30pm PSR 
7pm ProLife Comm 
7pm Traditional Choir  
8pm Youth Prayer 
Grp 
8:30pm Men's 
Basketball 

2 
9am Prayer Group 
9am Walking/PAC 
4pm Adoration 
4:15pm PSR 8th Gr 
5pm Basketball  
6:30pm Liturgy Mtg 
7pm Contemporary 
Choir  

3 
6pm Stations of the 
Cross 
6:30pm Pickleball  

4 
10am Centering 
Prayer  
3:30pm Confessions 
4:30pm Mass 

5 
9am Mass 
11am Mass 
6pm Men's 
Basketball  
6:30pm Rosary 

6 
9:05am AA Group 
12:30pm Pickleball  
6pm GriefShare mtg 
6:30pm Pickleball  
6:30pm PSR 
7pm Men's Prayer 
Grp 

7 
9am Adoration 
9am Quilting 
9am Walking/PAC 
5pm Basketball  
7pm SVdP Mtg 
7pm Surviving 
Divorce 
7:30pm Youth Comm 
Mtg 

8 
9am Adoration 
9:30am Cornerstone  
9:30am Tai Chi 
12:30pm Pickleball  
6pm 314 Volleyball  
6:30pm PSR 
7pm Traditional Choir  
8pm Youth Prayer 
Grp 

8:30pm Men's B ‘ball  

9 
9am Prayer Group 
9am Walking/PAC 
12pm Sensational 
Seniors lunch 
4pm Adoration 
4:15pm PSR 8th Gr 
5pm Basketball  
7pm Contemporary 
Choir  

10 
3pm Stations of the 
Cross 
6:30pm Pickleball  

11 
3:30pm Confessions 
4:30pm Mass 
5:30pm BP 
Screening 
5:30pm Bridge 
Bread  

12 
9am BP  Screenings 
9am Mass 
10am Bridge Bread  
11am Mass 
3pm Spring Concert 
(Metro Singers) 
6pm Men's 
Basketball  
6:30pm Rosary 

13 
9:05am AA Group 
12:30pm Pickleball  
6pm GriefShare mtg 
6:30pm Pickleball  
6:30pm PSR 
7pm Men's Prayer 
Grp 

14 
9am Adoration 
9am Quilting 
9am Walking/PAC 
5pm Basketball  
5:30pm Soup/Movie 
7pm Surviving 
Divorce 
7:30pm Adult 
Volunteers Mtg (Youth 
Group) 

15 
9am Adoration 
9:30am Cornerstone  
9:30am Tai Chi 
12:30pm Pickleball  
6pm 314 Volleyball  
6:30pm PSR 
7pm Traditional Choir  
8pm Youth Prayer 
Grp 
8:30pm Men's B’nall  

16 
9am Prayer Group 
9am Walking/PAC 
4pm Adoration 
4:15pm PSR 8th Gr 
5pm Basketball  
7pm Christian Svc  
7pm Contemporary 
Choir  

17 
11:30am Friday 
Friends 
3pm Stations of the 
Cross 
6:30pm Pickleball  

18 
3:30pm Confessions 
4:30pm Mass  
 
UPDATE Due by 
10pm 
 

19 
8am Donut Sunday 
8am Offering of 
Bread Letters at 
Donut Sunday 
9am Mass 
11am Mass 
6:30pm Rosary 
7pm Youth Group rec 
nite 

20 
9:05am AA Group 
12:30pm Pickleball  
6pm GriefShare mtg 
6:30pm Pickleball  
7pm Men's Prayer 
Grp 

21 
9am Adoration 
9am Quilting 
9am Walking/PAC 
5pm Basketball  
6pm Ad/Fin Mtg 
7pm Health Ministry  
7pm Surviving 
Divorce 
7pm SVdP Mtg 

22 
9am Adoration 
9:30am Cornerstone? 
9:30am Tai Chi 
12:30pm Pickleball  
1:30pm AA luncheon 
6pm 314 Volleyball  
7pm Traditional Choir  
8pm Youth Prayer 
Grp 
8:30pm Men's B’ball  

23 
9am Prayer Group 
9am Walking/PAC 
4pm Adoration 
5pm Basketball  
7pm Parish Council  
7pm Contemporary 
Choir  

24 
6:30pm Pickleball  
7pm An Evening of 
Prayer and Song 
with the Way of the 
Cross 

25 
Monthly Food Drive  
3:30pm Confessions 
4:30pm Mass 

26 
9am Mass 
11am Mass 
12pm Welcome 
Event  
6pm Men's 
Basketball  
6:30pm Rosary 

27 
9:05am AA Group 
12:30pm Pickleball  
6pm GriefShare mtg 
6:30pm Pickleball  
6:30pm COMBINED 
Choirs Practice 
6:30pm PSR 
7pm Men's Prayer 
Grp 

28 
9am Adoration 
9am Quilting 
9am Walking/PAC 
5pm Basketball  
7pm LENTEN 
Reconciliation 
Service 
7pm Surviving 
Divorce 

29 
9am Adoration 
9:30am Tai Chi 
12:30pm Pickleball  
6pm 314 Volleyball  
6:30pm PSR 
7pm Traditional Choir  
8pm Youth Prayer 
Grp 
8:30pm Men's 
Basketball 

30 
9am Prayer Group 
9am Walking/PAC 
4pm Adoration 
4:15pm PSR 8th Gr 
5pm Basketball  
7pm Contemporary 
Choir  

31 
3pm Stations of the 
Cross 
6:30pm Pickleball  
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UPDATE 

Mary Mother of the Church 
5901 Kerth Road 
St. Louis, MO  63128 

NEW PARISHIONERS: 
Keith & Becky Quick 
Mark & Patricia Manley 
 
FAREWELL: 
Bob & Maryclare 
Stephens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


